
FeLV Adoption Packet

Feline Leukemia FAQ
FeLV–or Feline Leukemia Virus–is a virus that affects the immune system of a cat. It isn't a form of
cancer, but may weaken the immune system and make opportunistic infections and certain types of
cancer more likely. Cats with FeLV can live normal, happy lives—they may just have a shorter life
expectancy than FeLV negative cats. Historically, cats with this disease have been euthanized the
minute they are diagnosed. Austin Pets Alive! has taken a different stance, allowing FeLV cats to live
with dignity and be adopted into loving homes—however, we can only continue to save these cats if
people are willing to foster and adopt them.

Is FeLV Contagious?

Only to other cats via prolonged, direct contact with an infected cat’s saliva (sharing food
bowls, grooming each other, etc.), urine, blood, and from queen to kittens during pregnancy. Due to
this, FeLVs can only live with other FeLV+ cats and are indoors only. The virus itself is not airborne
and dies rapidly in the environment, so you won't have to worry about carrying the virus on clothes
when you leave the house or have friends over.

Are the FeLV+ cats inherently more sick?

No. The FeLV+ cats appear and act just as healthy as the other cats that we have available for
adoption. They do, however, have an increased risk of getting sick. This makes protecting them from
stress, feeding a high quality diet, and addressing health problems as soon as they arise critical. You
wouldn't know a cat had FeLV by just looking at it, and many people have FeLV+ cats in their home
and don't even know it because they never got them tested.

How long do FeLV+ cats live?

It can be hard to say! There are stages of FeLV which may impact lifespan, and a cat’s viral
load may change over time. From available research, progressively infected FeLV+ cats often live
between 2-6 years after diagnosis if they were diagnosed as adults, and 6 months-2 years after
diagnosis if they were diagnosed as kittens. Regressively infected cats are showing normal lifespans
in research studies. However, it is possible for FeLV+ cats to live both shorter and longer lives than
the ranges we’ve listed here; every cat is unique. The most important thing to remember is that no
matter how much time they have, it will be better because they’re with you in a loving home.

Do FeLV+ cats need special medication or care?

Not while they are healthy. If/when they do eventually get sick, they will often get very sick
quickly and may need more care than a normal cat since their immune system may be hampered.
This is why APA! offers complimentary care of illnesses that may arise due to a cat’s feline leukemia
status.

Why do shelters usually automatically euthanize FeLV+ cats?

There are many myths out there about feline leukemia. As a result, it can be challenging to
find people willing to adopt or foster FeLV+ cats. Some organizations feel this is more than they can
handle or that they do not have the resources to shelter these cats.



FeLV Post Adoption Treatment Coverage

Adopting a FeLV+ Cat From Austin Pets Alive!
If you are interested in adopting a FeLV+ cat from Austin Pets Alive!, please know that the APA!
medical clinic will provide complementary treatment related to their FeLV status and in line with
palliative care policies. In the category of palliative care, heroic measures such as hospitalization,
advanced imaging, specialist referrals, and invasive surgery would not be pursued. Minimal
laboratory or other diagnostic tests may be warranted. Pain medication, supplements, prescription
diets, or other medications to treat chronic conditions would be utilized. The focus for these patients
is on quality of life.

Please note that APA! cannot provide emergency overnight care for adopted animals, so if
you have an overnight emergency, you will need to contact your private vet. However, the
APA! medical clinic will see patients during regular business hours for the following
potentially FeLV related symptoms:

Post-adoption FeLV care provided by APA!
The APA! medical clinic will see patients for the following FeLV-related symptoms after receiving
photos/videos emailed to clinic@austinpetsalive.org:

● Upper Respiratory Infection (URI)
○ Sneezing
○ Yellow or green nasal discharge
○ Watery eyes or green/yellow discharge from eyes
○ Congestion sounds

■ Please email photos/videos for assessment
● Respiratory distress/labored breathing

○ Abdominal effort while breathing (flanks visibly moving)
○ Difficulty breathing in general

■ Please email videos for assessment
● Not eating (inappetence)

○ Eating less than 50% of normal portions for 48+ hours
○ Needs to be hand-fed or coaxed into eating, but continues to eat less than 50%

■ If you suspect your cat has not eaten in 24 hours, offer different kinds of dry
and wet food and begin monitoring with photos/notes of their progress (if any).

■ If the APA! clinic cannot see you within 72 hours following the initial 48 hours of
inappetence, it is strongly advised that you seek a private or ER vet.

● Lethargy
○ Inability to lift head
○ Can’t get up (different from won’t get up)
○ Hiding when they previously did not

■ Please email videos of energy levels and movement
● Dehydration

○ Can have symptoms similar to lethargy and anemia
○ Perform a skin tent on your cat to verify

■ Please email videos of the skin tent test for assessment
● Fever

○ Fever over 103 lasting for 1+ hour
○ May be present with lethargy and/or not eating

■ Please email photo of temperature reading for assessment
● Eye abnormalities

○ Abnormal pupil dilation (anisocoria): a common FeLV-related occurrence, not always
indicative of medical urgency. If no other symptoms, just monitor

○ Red tinting in/through eyes

mailto:clinic@austinpetsalive.org
https://youtu.be/KducLdeqGsM?si=_-kUXJIBXOKtja1f&t=48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrlcAI9cA4A


■ Please email photos for assessment
● GI lasting over 72 hours

○ Only if symptoms happen without a recent change in diet, environment, routine,
medication, travel, or supplements over the previous 2 weeks

○ Known history of chronic or ongoing issues
● Lymphoma or other cancers

○ For hospice and end-of-life care
○ Will automatically be approved to be seen by APA! vets

● Anemia
○ For hospice and end-of-life care
○ Pale/white gums, nose, paws

■ Please email photos for assessment
○ May vocalize or be cold to the touch (body and limbs)
○ Can look like lethargy, dehydration, and respiratory distress
○ Will automatically be approved to be seen by APA! vets

If you start to notice any of the above symptoms, please contact the APA! medical clinic
to report the start of issues, and document your pet’s progress on your own in the

meantime. If your cat continues to decline in the timelines listed above (or 48-72 hours
since the onset of symptoms), please reach back out to us!

The APA medical clinic is a non-profit shelter clinic, and therefore not a full service clinic.
However, we are able to provide the following treatments and/or diagnostics for adopted FeLV cats:

● Supportive care

At the time of the appointment - fluids under the skin, vitamin b12, anti-nausea medication,
prescription pain medications, appetite stimulants, anti-inflammatory medications, and if a bacterial
infection is noted on exam, antibiotics (at vet’s discretion). For terminal conditions, euthanasia when
quality of life has declined.

● Common Terminal Conditions

FeLV cats can sometimes be susceptible to terminal (incurable) diseases, such as terminal
anemia (“end stage anemia”), cancer/lymphoma, fluid buildup in their chest, and other comorbidities
with their immune system. At your appointment with the APA! Medical Clinic, a veterinarian will
examine your cat to screen them for FeLV-related conditions like these examples, and if the exam
warrants it, we will run a blood test and/or X-rays of the chest to gather more information. Once a
presumptive diagnosis is determined, we can provide supportive-care medications based on
symptoms. If a terminal diagnosis is made, we will provide end-of-life care, including euthanasia
when the time comes. If further diagnostics or treatments are desired, you will need to follow up
with your private vet. Please see the FeLV End of Life Care section below for more details.

When to seek non-APA! help
APA! will not treat adopted FeLV cats for the following symptoms:

● Vaccines, flea preventatives, deworming, or other routine care
● Dental or gum disease
● Traumatic injuries such as broken bones, soft tissue injuries, lameness
● Ingestion of toxins, or foreign bodies
● Skin conditions
● Ear infections
● Urinary tract infections/Urinary blockages
● Skin masses unrelated to lymphoma
● Constipation
● General age maladies such as arthritis, kidney disease, diabetes, heart disease



FeLV spay/neuter policy
In order to reduce the chance of stress related illness, all FeLV+ cats need to be altered after:

● The age of 6 months old
● They have been in a home for 2+ weeks before surgery
● They will stay in that home for 2+ weeks after surgery

Local vets who treat FeLVs
The following are a few local vet clinics who have experience treating FeLV cats:

● Corner Vet
2400 E Cesar Chavez Austin, TX 78702
(512) 236-8000

● Lake Austin Blvd Animal Hospital
2301 Lake Austin Blvd, Austin, TX 78703
(512) 474-8888

● Riverside Veterinary Clinic
2400 E. Oltorf Austin, TX 78741
512-444-3111

● South Austin Cat Hospital
11215 S. IH-35 #109 Austin, TX 78747
(512) 910-2287

● Great Oaks Animal Hospital, Dr. Grimm
15950 Great Oaks Dr, Round Rock, TX 78681
(512) 388-4551

● Brykerwood Veterinary Clinic, Dr. Heideman
1501 W 35th St, Austin, TX 78703
(512) 454-3833

● Star of Texas Vet Hospital
10706 Brodie Ln, Austin, TX 78748
(512) 377-9800



FeLV End of Life Care Information

Though no one wishes to think about losing the cat they are adopting, we want to ensure
that our FeLV adopters feel both prepared and supported given the shortened average
lifespan of FeLV+ cats.

Terminal Illness and End of Life Care
When FeLV+ cats reach the end of their lives, it is common for them to experience a rapid
decline and become terminal in a matter of days or weeks. At that point, the goal is to
determine if the cat has reached the end of life, and then to both prevent and alleviate their
suffering if so. APA! may examine and perform non-invasive testing to help determine the
stage of health, as well as listening to your feedback on the cat's quality of life. If the cat has
reached known markers of terminal illness, such as severe anemia or anorexia, APA! will
offer complimentary and humane end of life services at that time.

If you elect to continue life-saving efforts after a euthanasia recommendation, APA! will do
our best to make the cat comfortable, help you understand what to expect, and refer you to
your private veterinarian. If you choose euthanasia with APA!, we encourage you to be
present during the humane euthanasia of your adopted cat for his or her comfort. Afterward,
you may: (1) take your cat home for burial, (2) have APA! arrange for your pet to be
communally cremated at no cost, or (3) pay for private cremation if you would like to receive
your cat's ashes back. Our clinic receptionists will assist you in this decision.

You may also elect in-home euthanasia at your own expense. Many find this option more
comfortable for themselves, as well as their cat. Below are private, in-home euthanasia
providers recommended by the APA! Cat Staff:

Private in-home euthanasia options

● Compassionate Pet Vet
○ (512) 553-1331
○ compassionatepetvet.com

● Healing Arts Veterinary House Calls
○ (512) 576-0929
○ healingartshousecalls.com

● Doorstep Vet
○ (512) 387-1555
○ doorstepvetaustin.com

Grief Support
We're committed to supporting our FeLV+ adopters from the moment you first met your cat,
to the moment you say goodbye. The APA! FeLV program is always here to help. Please feel
free to reach out to us at felv@austinpetsalive.org, or utilize any of the grief support
resources below:

● ASPCA Grief Support Hotline: 877-GRIEF-10
● Association of Pet Loss and Bereavement
● Austin Pet Loss Support Group

○ 2nd Wednesday of each month, 7:15-8:30pm
○ Located at The Healing House Studio (701 Morrow St, Austin, TX 78752)

http://compassionatepetvet.com
http://ealingartshousecalls.com
http://doorstepvetaustin.com
mailto:felv@austinpetsalive.org
http://aplb.org
http://nicolevykoukal.com/austin-pet-loss-support


Keeping your FeLV healthy
FeLV cats thrive best in stress-free environments, as they’re more prone to getting
stress-induced illnesses like URIs, UTIs, decreased appetite, GI upset, and other signs
of chronic stress that can flare up issues with their immune system. In order to make
your FeLV cat comfortable, we’d recommend the following tips:

Setting up your space

All FeLVs must be kept indoors only. Because they are immunocompromised, they are
unable to withstand the potential viruses, diseases, and bacteria that they’ll be exposed
to from both the environment and other cats. To keep FeLVs comfortable in your home,
we recommend:

● Starting them in a bathroom for the first 5-10 days to decompress, monitor food
intake and litter box output, and get used to the routine of your home

● Doing a slow intro with all other pets in the home during their decompression
period

● Giving them plenty of covered hiding spots around the house
● Keeping their litter and food consistent as they transition to your home, and

then slowly changing to any new brands over a 5 day period (increments of 20%
of the new brand per day for both food and litter)

● FeLVs cannot eat raw diets due to their immune system not being able to
filter out bad bacteria from their GI tracts, but they can eat high-protein diets
and wet food is always recommended

● Providing them with extensive enrichment options in their space
● Do not move them excessively in under a 2 week period, as this can very

easily trigger several stress-illnesses

Introducing your cat to other pets

To introduce FeLVs to other pets in the home, we would always encourage a slow intro
over at least the first week, but ideally 7-10 days. This would involve separating the
pets into designated spaces like a bathroom, bedroom, spare room, walk-in closet, etc.,
so that they don't directly interact. From there, you can spend that time doing indirect
contact with some of the following options:

● Scent swapping their blankets and toys, or anything plush that holds scent. Doing
this with your own clothing in their spaces will also help prevent any territorial
guarding of you specifically

● Letting them sniff each other under the door
● Letting one pet roam the house for 1-2 hours, then separating them again while

the other pet roams and smells their scent on everything, and alternating this
several times with each separate room

● Having the pets meet through a glass door, screen door, or baby gate
● Feeding pets on opposite sides of a door to prevent food/resource guarding

Monitoring stress

Using the Fear Free scale for cats, you can monitor the fear, stress, and anxiety (FAS)
levels in your FeLV while they adjust to your home. This will help you identify patterns
and triggers for them, and monitoring FAS can help keep your cat safe, healthy, and
advocated for so that you know what situations and triggers they don’t do well with.

https://fearfreepets.com/fas-spectrum/


Enrichment activities

Providing enrichment helps keep your cat’s brain stimulated and energy expended in a
positive way. Some of the options below would provide great enrichment to keep them
healthy and happy:

1. Various types of interactive toys
2. Sprinkling catnip around the room to redirect attention
3. Various puzzle feeders or stim toys
4. Brain-stimulation games like wrapping cat treats/kibble in a towel, rolling it up,

and letting cats unwrap it. This can also be done with tossing treats into a
cardboard box with crumpled paper inside of it

5. If short on time, try people-free wand toys
6. Letting cats chase an ice cube across the floor
7. Freezing ice cubes onto a licki mat so that they have 2 layers to work through

(the ice cubes can be frozen Churu or wet food on top of a frozen licki mat of
other textured food)

8. Mental stimulation from high-five training or 'touch' training can help redirect
away from attacking your hands/legs, and that mental energy being used can
wear them out. This is also great if you know of any particular treats that they
loves and will respond to it

9. Getting a bird/squirrel feeder that attaches to the window so that they can sit
and watch what's going on, and burn off energy by trying to tap at them from
the window

10. If you have a cat tree, hide snacks and catnip around the levels of the tree for
them to find

Giving your foster their meds

In keeping with a low-stress lifestyle for FeLVs, we have the following Fear Free and
Force Free handling + Cooperative Care tips for any cats who require medication:

● Seeking out resources from Fear Free trainings or certified techs, or full webinars
from Fear Free professionals (Tabitha Kucera has worked with APA! previously)

● Trying force free, light-restraint handling methods for med time
● Try cooperative care for oral meds
● For toweling and cat burritos: try sprinkling catnip on the towels/blankets beforehand

to make them more appealing
● Utilize positive reinforcement for the meds, going to the vet, before/after medical

handling, and en route to the vet. Doing this will help with overall enrichment and
association between these stressors, that way they gradually become easier to
perform over time with consistency

● Try stress-reducing tactics for trips to the vet
● Look into Fear Free Happy Homes to keep life consistently stress free
● Carrier training (at home):

○ Take your carrier apart and place only the bottom of the carrier in your space
○ Place a fleece or other comfortable material inside
○ Play with them in and around it, place treats in and around it
○ Set up a treat station (ex: mason jar with treats nearby for easy access),

reinforce when the cat happens to lay in the carrier, but can also reinforce
verbally

○ Once they're reliable with staying in the carrier, you can also try to give meds
in it with all of these other techniques. This will make it easier to do vet
exams from their carrier to reduce stress in the vet office

● Syringe training is a good thing to do BEFORE they need meds, so they're already
conditioned

● Try the 1-2-3 medication game for smooth interaction and positive reinforcement
(this can also be done 2-3 times a day for additional trust building, you'd just replace
medication with something small like a Temptations treat)

https://www.amazon.com/havit-Wearable-Automatic-Interactive-Rechargeable/dp/B0BNBQ3966/ref=asc_df_B0BNBQ3966/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=652458776128&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=10525898377197208065&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=m&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9028267&hvtargid=pla-1944152356929&psc=1&mcid=f416e3d1187e3c76a32663f3cb6cc978
https://www.amazon.com/Interactive-Butter-Fly-Exercise-Rotating-Replacements/dp/B09MT3T1HW/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=2PPUJJZSBQNBO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MjdQ2bYn8ccDOI2N1FO-wPlfcm0i67P9Boqng5ehOXi6maOvyxkSF2vPuT3ptRVvF73rFq7i16eI5IXEn9dFAPlAYfW56L3FrU_kaA_JCWS9XPExZ_W4ZuzhldVG_pAXwLKme3bDMbQAkwZToqpvHTG6Uxqw-nu9NmSupBsGqYOrDQWZ1v93k-fgYRvr9Fc43FDriZyj6arRoefKcrkvLctT3xImAM2B33v9zoYPggA9M-k9EJ8k_d6ctuKlsDJdUooHh4PgVWMsG19a2wlxNgfZ_Ix-w4k1BpnqQKdaKmc.hqFkXVaEEBfc5-zLW2dxjNqp-Ce4F85jN8jGim85Jzk&dib_tag=se&keywords=interactive+cat+toys+for+indoor+cats&qid=1708557497&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=interactive+%2Cpets%2C630&sr=1-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Potaroma-Interactive-Fluttering-Butterfly-Supplies/dp/B0B5TD8CTF/ref=sr_1_5?crid=2PPUJJZSBQNBO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MjdQ2bYn8ccDOI2N1FO-wPlfcm0i67P9Boqng5ehOXi6maOvyxkSF2vPuT3ptRVvF73rFq7i16eI5IXEn9dFAPlAYfW56L3FrU_kaA_JCWS9XPExZ_W4ZuzhldVG_pAXwLKme3bDMbQAkwZToqpvHTG6Uxqw-nu9NmSupBsGqYOrDQWZ1v93k-fgYRvr9Fc43FDriZyj6arRoefKcrkvLctT3xImAM2B33v9zoYPggA9M-k9EJ8k_d6ctuKlsDJdUooHh4PgVWMsG19a2wlxNgfZ_Ix-w4k1BpnqQKdaKmc.hqFkXVaEEBfc5-zLW2dxjNqp-Ce4F85jN8jGim85Jzk&dib_tag=se&keywords=interactive+cat+toys+for+indoor+cats&qid=1708557635&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=interactive+%2Cpets%2C630&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/FEELNEEDY-Interactive-Goldfish-Automatic-Rechargeable/dp/B0CMD7TKTN/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=2PPUJJZSBQNBO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.MjdQ2bYn8ccDOI2N1FO-wPlfcm0i67P9Boqng5ehOXi6maOvyxkSF2vPuT3ptRVvF73rFq7i16eI5IXEn9dFAPlAYfW56L3FrU_kaA_JCWS9XPExZ_W4ZuzhldVG_pAXwLKme3bDMbQAkwZToqpvHTG6Uxqw-nu9NmSupBsGqYOrDQWZ1v93k-fgYRvr9Fc43FDriZyj6arRoefKcrkvLctT3xImAM2B33v9zoYPggA9M-k9EJ8k_d6ctuKlsDJdUooHh4PgVWMsG19a2wlxNgfZ_Ix-w4k1BpnqQKdaKmc.hqFkXVaEEBfc5-zLW2dxjNqp-Ce4F85jN8jGim85Jzk&dib_tag=se&keywords=interactive+cat+toys+for+indoor+cats&qid=1708557635&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=interactive+%2Cpets%2C630&sr=1-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Potaroma-Electric-Flopping-Realistic-Interactive/dp/B083S3ZXDF/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?crid=CC8ARNBUDYZR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8Lw3_g8EeKJuSk-OpBbijePo3Z3kjR_H-16eNAUFE4gP3695GwAS_iwnt4wYL1uLez9Klpmmy4DfAxv8xZ1xm02n-4Gsgt0IllzPZJIYr5y7UhfthXP9yHaHhPqW8Z8cYRIP-rAv5YoB4SgNj49Df20GNDs2ela87ITLFGZinvfOMt1WevhpNWZE14In3oebfXXCYLmTW7Wot4R1pEU1LHdpD7_wyDB1tNsOm8HOebpqgEArm7OPjOAfjlFYDp9TjDm9wF1ttuSAyGYc3M4n3hmNlRaQYDBwhQ3kFB6ebWk.yTEmOdjPudyqgvSpSt2s1BWWgGDjA05zTSh9cJOHqBc&dib_tag=se&keywords=cat+kicker+toy&qid=1708557727&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=cat+kicker%2Cpets%2C203&sr=1-3-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Catit-Senses-2-0-Digger-Cats/dp/B015P13QMM/ref=sr_1_9?crid=MMT2SRSP59DF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.exLMJ6QZ9noAv91JjC9Y4-zJwYJBD-xoghobKIFRwRoGO56xKs-kS9FUvAXqqM4GijXQ760Ac8D6--hAMpaL3-v84bP3MYBr8ciz05e7GadNiKyTcQOHIy-j8_Udhk0BOCdtlzPPHUEgKZf6IGYshGBHtV_1CnMO2B1Q_VsKLES6VJD_7lrlggCqdDwD1ynsQt3tbvVxpUNV9Bwu-Yr1V0zQl3WyNQg_9umqL2LWY0hAwzzd-wOqX45ckEJ_53RUptWICdvdAVSFgRP-DB3H5iBkFfh6TUZZuxVz2U1eIgU.u81epX_HWmg4v2bcknchQzd1ywd1SFE3AisBc4mu6UM&dib_tag=se&keywords=cat+puzzle+toys+for+indoor+cats&qid=1708557818&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=cat+puzzle+toys%2Cpets%2C560&sr=1-9
https://www.amazon.com/Ottosson-Outward-Hound-Purple-Interactive/dp/B082748C86/ref=sr_1_6?crid=MMT2SRSP59DF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.exLMJ6QZ9noAv91JjC9Y4-zJwYJBD-xoghobKIFRwRoGO56xKs-kS9FUvAXqqM4GijXQ760Ac8D6--hAMpaL3-v84bP3MYBr8ciz05e7GadNiKyTcQOHIy-j8_Udhk0BOCdtlzPPHUEgKZf6IGYshGBHtV_1CnMO2B1Q_VsKLES6VJD_7lrlggCqdDwD1ynsQt3tbvVxpUNV9Bwu-Yr1V0zQl3WyNQg_9umqL2LWY0hAwzzd-wOqX45ckEJ_53RUptWICdvdAVSFgRP-DB3H5iBkFfh6TUZZuxVz2U1eIgU.u81epX_HWmg4v2bcknchQzd1ywd1SFE3AisBc4mu6UM&dib_tag=se&keywords=cat+puzzle+toys+for+indoor+cats&qid=1708557861&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=cat+puzzle+toys%2Cpets%2C560&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08T9CL5T9/ref=sspa_dk_detail_1?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B08T9CL5T9&pd_rd_w=eWBK4&content-id=amzn1.sym.eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_p=eb7c1ac5-7c51-4df5-ba34-ca810f1f119a&pf_rd_r=9EBSX5WWZT0JNJ45017M&pd_rd_wg=kcMwE&pd_rd_r=6f2fbd76-bd2e-49ba-aa17-16454de984f8&s=pet-supplies&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWw
https://www.amazon.com/Catit-Senses-2-0-Wellness-Center/dp/B00D3NI4EU?ref_=ast_sto_dp&th=1&psc=1
https://youtu.be/Tbqa1ux2HfY?si=4cE4kj9mbDKRpsoE&t=25
https://www.tiktok.com/@morgan.val/video/7262740417521650987
https://www.amazon.com/Interactive-Cat-Toys-Indoor-Cats/dp/B09W63XWLT/ref=sr_1_26?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BOBTuVeBPEBY896t-E9_WCz3kWjgYtSC8gXwylscKIXIS_MuRahUEc3pMcat3aieMPY-UgaSI5Gib0uKbIHBgIh2jtSPDCpZLe3XEdhnyL5c4uAOWCyghlk6Aa5d8Ai9YK1u6gsPK2NUqxIAiSty3rFHSFR_cYBW---H1SIkt-pq0oYYEiNmuC1x0-NN8R9Own1fu1tNjRv5S-GKzDOu2o-Iz4SSO5iGzw5qnD6wHNrXCcb8kkfvCD162pVqYfxHP7-RY3d6VCHRcGeAyP-aa8dXDZD0afpcFc3v1K9yh0U.lhGzqifiiJppPy0IlDYD5tNizNT8dXmZAfd5Xb7OhJY&dib_tag=se&keywords=cat+stim+toys&qid=1708558082&s=pet-supplies&sr=1-26
https://www.amazon.com/umosis-Automatic-Electronic-Interactive-Rechargeable/dp/B0BZ3GCC2F/ref=sr_1_8?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.BOBTuVeBPEBY896t-E9_WCz3kWjgYtSC8gXwylscKIXIS_MuRahUEc3pMcat3aieMPY-UgaSI5Gib0uKbIHBgIh2jtSPDCpZLe3XEdhnyL5c4uAOWCyghlk6Aa5d8Ai9YK1u6gsPK2NUqxIAiSty3rFHSFR_cYBW---H1SIkt-pq0oYYEiNmuC1x0-NN8R9Own1fu1tNjRv5S-GKzDOu2o-Iz4SSO5iGzw5qnD6wHNrXCcb8kkfvCD162pVqYfxHP7-RY3d6VCHRcGeAyP-aa8dXDZD0afpcFc3v1K9yh0U.lhGzqifiiJppPy0IlDYD5tNizNT8dXmZAfd5Xb7OhJY&dib_tag=se&keywords=cat+stim+toys&qid=1708558032&s=pet-supplies&sr=1-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCdUB30MTf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-UFLBvNefGk
https://www.chewy.com/petfusion-tranquility-window-bird/dp/150875?utm_source=google-product&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=PetFusion&utm_campaign=20908059015&utm_term=&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiA84CvBhCaARIsAMkAvkKDGkt_4bjAtw-KKJNq6YbIXrG5XTi2Usko6-TegnXnloL7RjxzV1kaAnQkEALw_wcB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3yjLbYOPlE
https://www.instagram.com/chirrupsandchatter?igsh=MXBqNTh1NmxnenY2bg==
https://fearfreepets.com/the-fear-free-feline-experience/
https://www.youtube.com/@chirrupschatter4142
https://www.instagram.com/p/C8kBqMzJ98V/?igsh=cmpzdTQxYWlidW9z
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLl5MQT2YaE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9ClxUczvr4
https://www.instagram.com/p/C8myyVGMUk9/?igsh=MWJ5MXdmNm0xbDZrNQ==
https://www.fearfreehappyhomes.com/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CtSfZokJkIe/?igsh=M3BnemU5dDh5NXhy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWTmHky7LRk


FeLV diets & restrictions
As stated above, FeLVs cannot eat raw diets due to their immune system being
unable to regulate their GI tract against the potential bacteria in raw foods. In addition
to using quality probiotics, serving them a high protein diet and wet food are always
encouraged:

Higher budget Lower budget

● Tiki Cat (wet is better for protein)
● Nulo
● Ziwi Peak
● Open Farm
● The Honest Kitchen
● Fussie Cat
● N&D cat food

● Purina ONE grain-free pate
● Fancy Feast classic pate
● Merrick
● Wellness Core+
● The Honest Kitchen’s dehydrated pate
● Weruva (and Weruva BFF)
● Nacho

* Including supplements like probiotics and Alaskan salmon oil are also fantastic for their health and GI tract

Wet food supplements

If your cat is on a wet-only diet or needs help with water intake, you can also try to
supplement this with cat-specific broths and gravies (not human ones from the grocery
store, as those usually have onions or too much sodium for cats). Open Farm, Nulo,
Nacho, Merrick, and Friskies all sell bone broths, Tiki Cat sells broths and mousse,
Purina sells HydraCare gravy, and The Honest Kitchen makes both a probiotic goat milk
powder for hydration and a dehydrated food that becomes an instant soup pate when
mixed with water.

https://www.amazon.com/ProBoost-Thymic-Protein-Packets-Pouch/dp/B0BVGPVB3T/ref=asc_df_B0BVGPVB3T/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14743503072734403500&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9028278&hvtargid=pla-2281435184058&psc=1&mcid=0fc1a35e87063173b94d5df54b614872&hvocijid=14743503072734403500-B0BVGPVB3T-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.com/Purina-Veterinary-Fortiflora-Nutritional-Supplement/dp/B001650OE0/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.XlqNqLhPHQXRsXLv8F0IVRm7A_vXcGpaItoBhjqX57rfUYfTi7F4UjyvXYYAQ5T3n_exZ4vL8Bq7rGp6t9mFRLUWF4wA8L0FTsaShqH4FMD0F8iCggnMcsEl3UvGS2lh0xF4T8YEFXhXQxsDXOXXAnJH_ReyvHgAvlbiR2k81TxcK0ss2rCfgHutsV9M0CAF_3Bz1Tx69cNIEXF9vJdBAdIqjAvAkSzHfumZXju0ut7afP6Uj9qzenM3SB-qBafU6LpKD9fUmT7w6mAiJmNHWuvU61VKPpED0axbws_vIjM.g2TIKb1D9qYqkN4jLIn7uY4PdC4h1XqdVlEsJjg7jrM&dib_tag=se&keywords=fortiflora+probiotics+cats&qid=1719682498&sr=8-1
https://cats.com/high-protein-low-carb-canned-cat-food
https://www.amazon.com/gp/aw/d/B077L2R3QT/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_plhdr=t&aaxitk=d011318c24afb5feee32efa4c576dc2d&hsa_cr_id=0&qid=1720897331&sr=1-3-9e67e56a-6f64-441f-a281-df67fc737124&ref_=sbx_be_s_sparkle_lsi4d_asin_2_img&pd_rd_w=b2oG4&content-id=amzn1.sym.8591358d-1345-4efd-9d50-5bd4e69cd942%3Aamzn1.sym.8591358d-1345-4efd-9d50-5bd4e69cd942&pf_rd_p=8591358d-1345-4efd-9d50-5bd4e69cd942&pf_rd_r=A153NVJEWCVKV5XP0W5B&pd_rd_wg=UfSPE&pd_rd_r=6753865c-6738-4f4f-8149-4d2cd6c2fc4b&th=1
https://nulo.com/collections/for-cats
https://us.ziwipets.com/collections/cat-food
https://openfarmpet.ca/collections/cat-food
https://www.thehonestkitchen.com/collections/shop-all-cat
https://fussiecat.com/our-menu/
https://www.chewy.com/f/farmina-cat-food_c387_f1v226747
https://www.chewy.com/purina-one-grain-free-variety-pack/dp/167395?utm_source=google-product&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=21145088088&utm_content=&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwkJm0BhBxEiwAwT1AXFSlfyC4FJ8nu-H2rpbkAyCLUZDeuPMthERduHpnrP9ZHPec62WVoBoCNKoQAvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/Purina-Fancy-Feast-Classic-Collection/dp/B07CTBXRXD
https://www.merrickpetcare.com/cat-food
https://www.amazon.com/Digestive-Grain-Free-Sensitive-Digestible-Whitefish/dp/B08MV9SDTS/ref=sr_1_9?crid=3K9EBDP3O1TTN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.YUh6RLpdLozZzkLmqLnGucz1-gLcs0n35XQuIL0UPVYziTqPgm441ODSLEdXYgKCFEC2vzIX23Y8ZVgLxX8MvkZ8bp060V2Xtyyz8skUt9ZfwD1y5gSotODcFdwVBuFA7JTepo0l6hXZDrEbn9mViMtln-8Ssy-CAxcgAEOSrKcXuEBwOQp3nCEOFMgH_eeqisCgyknt0mksgvs-D-u37eyiHvNA9ZQocPjNkz69DtnuTa8lOQ4oV7_6EL6wMESPrdxQ6wlKS2C9Aqw7-waU7fDF2tPMh367Wt8b5umatX0.S7W1tGzP1RQmy5xhJ_jNio4HT5sEQIK0nEaCev8Fuuw&dib_tag=se&keywords=wellness+core+cat+food&qid=1720892857&sprefix=wellness+core+%2Caps%2C175&sr=8-9
https://a.co/d/bs4zdTr
https://a.co/d/fTU1DAE
https://a.co/d/i7HTh8C
https://www.amazon.com/Grain-Free-Weruva-Variety-Pouches-3-Ounce/dp/B072F3ZT57/ref=sr_1_4?crid=8W1S41NBK6Y9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.H9LHBWHOQJ3u9Lf_plbmzCFlRDvPgBuIqxLAQlx4h5H800ttRBL5p480dZGzeJErNy3CuvSfxSFsy0a_pf-8UjVG9IvNMzhHP9f-0e2TvMKR8l2NW14vFr0wa9rEtYooNXB5WfXPYMYYBrpihWwFtysfWmU3MTcvIwDdggqrvzGJ9kasuUH7-S58Wp_wmygPdDbTdxmx1_W0PY6UF2zRmiDs5rhN59CUMQObme9zLHaf-b8VBBvaQz2lg38Teca10ws7egDPuS_oDjF6Tq3fT2azhY9JeKutgs0gtNrzrDs.0eX8dSmZdBkYDBd3Y-8S6gDGQDDo2O9zvx92IdhgtMs&dib_tag=se&keywords=weruva+bff&qid=1720897175&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=weruva+bff%2Cpets%2C280&sr=1-4https://www.amazon.com/Grain-Free-Weruva-Variety-Pouches-3-Ounce/dp/B072F3ZT57/ref=sr_1_4?crid=8W1S41NBK6Y9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.H9LHBWHOQJ3u9Lf_plbmzCFlRDvPgBuIqxLAQlx4h5H800ttRBL5p480dZGzeJErNy3CuvSfxSFsy0a_pf-8UjVG9IvNMzhHP9f-0e2TvMKR8l2NW14vFr0wa9rEtYooNXB5WfXPYMYYBrpihWwFtysfWmU3MTcvIwDdggqrvzGJ9kasuUH7-S58Wp_wmygPdDbTdxmx1_W0PY6UF2zRmiDs5rhN59CUMQObme9zLHaf-b8VBBvaQz2lg38Teca10ws7egDPuS_oDjF6Tq3fT2azhY9JeKutgs0gtNrzrDs.0eX8dSmZdBkYDBd3Y-8S6gDGQDDo2O9zvx92IdhgtMs&dib_tag=se&keywords=weruva+bff&qid=1720897175&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=weruva+bff%2Cpets%2C280&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/Made-Nacho-Premium-Grain-Free-Chicken/dp/B0BS7661QP/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=21WAUY1J3ZI5G&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1TNYVBTMHANp7hXS3oSynryq5dvFd3djsexIuYT-M3-vA8owT57F7InFEBLiBb_eecZx5WGA15t6_-KU4I7MDgRMbARQ_mmGlEXFI85L68Wb4qN8gd-g5LQj-Jym3jvw7jbgG9dLlKIEdrloxg9E-4CqWaRGCDHrY7eyKj_12lXzr2O_Eur4s2Do1u5QQso3g5Av4Y5wvpcpSRKApH7cqlxcyT5vIkNErpqV0_0QXJAf-cZ89h2CeFBQJSmlED6gocwLz6UJjda2cwv4xDR-3A8Qc43DpNsA9FIGHNf2G58.jXRV1tKzKAW44GAJEzd0qxsg4B2X7K-0zwFkyIgvpY8&dib_tag=se&keywords=nacho%2Bcat%2Bfood%2Bwet&qid=1720897249&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=nacho%2Cpets%2C151&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1
https://www.chewy.com/fera-pet-organics-fish-oil-vitamin-e/dp/256589?utm_source=google-product&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=21369893973&utm_content=&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAjw4f6zBhBVEiwATEHFVsmQ58fttOcEV7pbomsMT8tcdKp5m0uDXqLZjU21wXeavrj1KgGPQxoCAlMQAvD_BwE
https://www.amazon.com/Open-Farm-Responsibly-Superfoods-Preservatives/dp/B07VSMCY91/ref=sr_1_7?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.TnZBK_7gQfC00Z9sZFRJIBvgYXNfP9CTSU-kG3BBuj-Y7qefiOiFYq1puvp7krjpcXRXWw7qosG5WNagxT2qD-bJRWqjFc_g4x3VPDN-ZJWTSiG6vIY9xPYXbX7PAg9IQAt61wfl-B5gpN10NJPOv8JJYvP7k40j8srG2Ew8dOxi3i5DH4bvHRNmImSP-jPSj2cAHeCy2PVagXsRPzvT5ljApgVDvwk1y4ViH6A9JfyvXBsQX4AGDLZRXh7DOpPu266e6gviu7bNHwlGGM1rlJwhhtJ8tseey-zZJGo7uD0.KxeaF8nE5M4_sAJNOX69mceNYH-KqyZB98uAqoOSwfU&dib_tag=se&keywords=bone+broth+for+cats&qid=1720212832&sr=8-7
https://www.amazon.com/Nulo-Freestyle-Bone-Broth-Variety/dp/B08TKBNZGR/ref=sr_1_5?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.r3xeZO6r81v6OccPufG7CvCSR3daD7LoUxfyr1tj1hOOFNoueb-ZZJYHBBDN8cbAt3hdXtuDZRiLDW4zZCzMXyf0NESVvamjUoxnN7gCppp8P2nKl53Qt1QIkFvbqH_8o6vTYec_Uik60ygFKSD7i6rAl54ys2_QZOWPAj7dmhW9PIu01pyiDqwtSaSqhzD42iAYDD9CnctVsyBBdwNB0iWgh-6B65AHiAePrLyJjFY2BdPTZ2_5OK2de1XVbELg1Q4uw6b3PTosF47kZWv3QWELDETNsHnlsIfxhyDcqt4.J1o--HeF_RDdOYk5-kAVeV5TW4eWYZrEzH2BgCaR0-k&dib_tag=se&keywords=nulo+bone+broth+for+cats&qid=1720212944&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Made-Nacho-Homestyle-Hydrating-Ingredients/dp/B0CT1XC1W7/ref=sr_1_5?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.p80eQuI1RYW7Wwsoj0yMGvvJPY15ZaUgQgm3iCUP7pi7nfldnBCQOOUutjAT_dOilYR4zrY5DIiT-uJgNhuWQf_XgAciehpWbZ_jW3k0ECvHyiEMxPZAdLt3VYKOB-YNfIuEmhj0UK0UXKcLL7S_eR1lDqe9PJnbeanKg1KeIcJAd2rSdXaHnQ7e33Ni774iJfi6AK1c0bZyedfKKMe0bnv9bQR-Gd5lc-bRz_1u49V4M1qn8x_67seOiP5nkpmgDGoP_sF7yEJoO_9G06eXMGELDETNsHnlsIfxhyDcqt4.GhOMM6Ooyx8o4x_4E-8h6yw3HeZFIysf2lLqTm0aPhA&dib_tag=se&keywords=nacho+bone+broth+for+cats&qid=1720212967&sr=8-5
https://www.merrickpetcare.com/cat-food?f%5B0%5D=filtered_category%3A725
https://www.amazon.com/Aurora-Pet-Lickable-Complement-AuroraPet/dp/B0CW6NFJYJ/ref=sr_1_10?crid=37KXFS1TI0MWP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HBQ9-45kCGHD5z41F7EViWrW-aVoTkds33KjYA5tg89Bcc5m0concJ5A3-xKYf_lApBxar9gKlTdHjMm_w3q0uSYQZ4TcuTtQmUk-POCmL4CNMiIDJF130v5QJZ2OOXevZ0GDAKl3wD-gigwRLrrvFgoKa02N1_HLYwIpr7kHg2zyhBLfz96z3bHg_W1EsVACTtK2BnQ-dMpEPIciQVqrUIV1C7vsQluAn7pS89WwLMCBBg4cdsMw1nrKclBdcGxoknoQSYd5bbRESO0qfkhL6vHwjff-qGATrSY6tg3dqo.T_jvPSEpyDfRqhVYi0qnM9hRHIs8V-QEA8P1qR80Rac&dib_tag=se&keywords=friskies+lil+gravies+for+cats&qid=1720213095&sprefix=friskies+lil+gr%2Caps%2C310&sr=8-10
https://www.amazon.com/Savory-Lickable-Flavor-Booster-Variety/dp/B07RFZQMC4/ref=asc_df_B07RFZQMC4/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=692875362841&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=331748408521070179&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9028257&hvtargid=pla-2281435179338&psc=1&mcid=16595804f1ee3ff5a9407a6d3b8424f7&hvocijid=331748408521070179-B07RFZQMC4-&hvexpln=73&gad_source=1
https://www.amazon.com/Variety-Formula-Protein-Nutrient-Irresistible/dp/B0C3WVGXX6/ref=sr_1_5?crid=1A3YN7XKJI66T&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ApL02OfZNsqIIzn4kOhnPG5hw9d2cp-KQst67De2sAb5KLQFRXQGUja-2R_Y1vAet0CW8SbtBEOJKYYXeqF9lmYj50aiyzLVlTmvhhE_FcZWhayEmmp9RQRUEwFfWIELo_PzCGPzlG3RfHzRVqZanTlvdJCziVHRxsgqDZBQHCO3jviArmcRgBD66Uy7_Sw7kqALxmsEbOE0XlnGAMcEkIqFbEUtInOKpPnsINXJ_BJH6jI1BftH4vFN2KXcNeXpD1rVs2gnV5m32P26MST8u5p3Zy7ceuG0pp8lTBHm2Cg.-JttOJjeCPj7r7Vde19EPXSnufHyo1wY4fhi7gtKDnE&dib_tag=se&keywords=tiki%2Bcat%2Bmousse&qid=1720214928&s=pet-supplies&sprefix=tiki%2Bcat%2B%2Cpets%2C1838&sr=1-5&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Purina-Plan-Veterinary-Supplements-Hydra/dp/B0BP9JJDVW?source=ps-sl-shoppingads-lpcontext&ref_=fplfs&psc=1&smid=ATVPDKIKX0DER
https://www.thehonestkitchen.com/products/goats-milk-with-probiotics-for-cats
https://www.thehonestkitchen.com/products/goats-milk-with-probiotics-for-cats
https://www.thehonestkitchen.com/products/dehydrated-grain-free-chicken-and-fish-cat-food

